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    A GIFT OF FLIGHT 
      by Father Robert Certain  

Just before I left on vacation in 
July, I found a gift in my mailbox at 
the church ς a one-hour flight.  It 
was thrilling; it always is.  Not get-on
-Delta-and-go-someplace flying, but 
I-am-the-pilot-in-command flying. 
Wild blue yonder flying. Well, tame 
ōƭǳŜ ȅƻƴŘŜǊΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΣ 
just soared around Cobb County half 
a mile above the ground.  

That is how I first looked over 
the Atlanta metropolitan area.  In 
1968 I climbed into a Piper Colt at 
Dekalb-Peachtree Airport and began 
my love affair with defying gravity. I 
flew with an instructor, then solo, 
then with fraternity brothers and 
family members.  After a brief ca-
reer as a navigator, I took it up 
again, eventually owning two differ-
ent airplanes and flying thousands 
of miles all over the USA.  For most 
who have done it, there is some-
thing incurably addictive about fly-
ing. The sound of an engine over-
head, particularly that of a small 
plane, still makes me look up, re-

member, envy, and dream.  
Flying is a universal metaphor 

employed to describe the indescrib-
able, think about the incomprehen-
sible, express the inexpressible: Fly-
ing carpets, flying angels, songs 
about "Wind Beneath My Wings" 
ŀƴŘ άLΩƭƭ Cƭȅ !ǿŀȅέΦ  9ŀǊǘƘōƻǳƴŘ 
mortals have flown in their hearts 
and imagination for as long as feel-
ings about the human condition 
have been reduced to writing.   

One day about 700 BC an old 
man did some flying. He was think-
ing about people, and life, and God; 
big thoughts, vivid dreams. With an 
extraordinary insight into eternal 
truths, he watched a solitary figure 
moving in the sky, soaring free and 
unrestricted, and he wrote:  ά¢ƘŜȅ 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up 
ƻƴ ǿƛƴƎǎΣ ŀǎ ŜŀƎƭŜǎΣ Χέ 

The human journey: The old 
seer described it in terms of flying, 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ 
he mentioned flying first, maybe it 

ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀƎƭŜΦ .ǳǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
talking about literal, physical flying, 
ǘƘŜ άǎƭƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊƭȅ ōƻƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
ŜŀǊǘƘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻŜǘ WƻƘƴ aŎDŜŜ ŘŜπ
ǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ άIƛƎƘ CƭƛƎƘǘέΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ 
talking about getting above the 
mundane and myopic life that sees 
little beyond the end of its nose; 
about a vision of more than merely 
oneself, our weakness and confu-
sion and failures and fears; about 
putting our petty pursuits and per-
verted priorities into proper per-
ǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΤ ŀƴ ŜŀƎƭŜΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ŀ 
DƻŘΩǎ-eye view of life. 

That kind of flying can happen in 
any number of circumstances.  I 
watched my closest friend fly one 
day when he laid eyes on his first-
born and saw the look of joy in his 
ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ  L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ 
spirit wing free one day when, with 
her family, she celebrated her first 
year of sobriety.  I flew the day the 
doctor said Robbie would walk again 
following a terrible car accident and 
would not have to face the scourge 

      Continued on Page 2 
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The Vestry 

ƻŦ IǳƴǘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜΦ   
Isaiah qualified his prediction for 

ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢ƘŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŀƛǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘέΦ  IŜ ŀƭƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
a reality acknowledged by thinking 
people as far back as history re-
cords.  In spite of our arrogance and 
self-centeredness, we are not the 
center of the universe. There is 
someone or something; some 
power, some creative force, by 
whatever name it is called or what-
ever characteristics are attributed to 
it, which is the source and sustainer 
of all things, including people, all 
people.  Every culture has had some 
sense of the divine. Christians call 
that someone God ς the one, true, 
triune Deity who creates, redeems 
and sustains us all ς whether we 
acknowledge Him or not. 
!ƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ άǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΣέ 

means lolling around waiting for 
God to zap us with a surge of spiri-
tual strength. It means taking time 
to think, to go deep within oneself 
and move far beyond oneself, to 
learn how to see the unseen and to 

hear the still, small voice. Some-
times foolishly thinking I am too 
busy to do that, I find myself floun-
dering rather than flying.  
¢ƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ 

ƛǎ ƛƴŘŜǎŎǊƛōŀōƭŜΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ 
some flying, and have some more to 
do. 

 

Thanksgiving  
at SPSP 

Thursday, 
November 25 

 

Start your 
morning in the 

nave at 

10:00am for  

Morning 
Prayer, then join those of us 
×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÉÎ 

town  
(or even those that do)  

for a Thanksgiving dinner  
in the parish hall.  

 

Chip will cook the  
turkeys.   

Bring a side dish and/or a 
dessert to share.   

 

We hope you  
will join us!  

No reservations needed! 

Blessing of the 

Animals 
 

Sunday  

October 3 
 

4:00pm 
 

Memorial Garden 

Continued from Page 1 
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING   
November 14, 2010  
9:15am in the Parish Hall 

Vestry Election for 4 New Members 
 

We extend our appreciation to vestry members, Rachel Rojas, Peter Protis, Todd Smith and John Hettinger, for 
their gift of time and service.  Their terms will end December 31.  We will elect four new vestry members at our 
annual meeting in November.  Please prayerfully consider running for the vestry.   
 

What do vestry members do? The vestry oversees the fiscal affairs of the parish, making decisions on how our 
ƳƻƴŜǘŀǊȅ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ  ±ŜǎǘǊȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭŜŀŘπ
ers, providing advice and consent to all initiatives undertaken by the rector.   Each member is assigned to a forum 
(service, worship, evangelism, education, pastoral care, building and grounds, finance and administration) and 
acts as a cheerleader and facilitator to make sure each ministry achieves its purpose. The term of a vestry mem-
ber is three years. 
 

What are the qualifications to run and serve as a vestry member? 
Be a confirmed member of the Episcopal Church enrolled as a member of the parish,  

1.  18 years of age or older. 
2.  Have been regular in attendance at the services of the church in the year preceding election. 
3.  Made and maintained a financial commitment to the parish, in the year preceding election. 
 

Why should I consider running for the vestry?  Our Lord calls us to use our talents and treasures to do His work.  
This is simply one way to serve. If your talents include leadership skills, financial management, or stewardship we 
need you!  But experience in these areas is not all we need.  If you have a desire to become more  involved in the 
work of our church,  we also need that energy and enthusiasm on the vestry. The work of our church is so impor-
tant, the vestry plays a pivotal role in enabling the rest of the parish to fulfill its mission. 
 

Nomination forms are available from the church office.  Vestry nominations will close on Sunday, October 24, 
2010.   

Fall Food Drive to benefit  MUST Ministries 
 September 26th through October 24th 

 
 

Each fall, The Five and Two Hunger Ministry at St. Peter and St. Paul sponsors a 
food drive to help restock the food pantry at MUST Ministries in Marietta.  For those not 

familiar with MUST, they are a faith-based, non-profit charitable organization dedicated to 
providing services to persons and families in crisis while maintaining their dignity.  MUST 
brings people of many faiths together to respond to God's challenge to minister to others with 
compassion and love, without judgment of the beliefs, background or circumstances of those 
who serve or of those being served.  MUST believes that the blessings of our community are 
ample enough to ensure that no person need go hungry. 
 
Beginning Sunday September 26th, look for grocery bags with suggested shopping list.  There is a food theme for each 
week of the food drive---featuring high demand items at the MUST Food Pantry.  Please consider donating to this very 
worthy cause. 
 
AND, donôt forget, you can use your Kroger or Publix óbucksô to purchase food drive items!  Buy them in the Parish Hall 
after each Sunday service. 
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JobSeekers Support Ministry  
 

Meetings are held in the Garden Room on the lower level of St. Peter and St. Paul Episcopal 

Church, 1795 Johnson Ferry Road, Marietta, GA 30062. Meetings are from 7:00 PM ð 9:00 PM on 

the second and fourth Thursdays of the month. JobSeekers are welcome to join the StP&StP Job-

Seekers LinkedIN group at  

http://www.linkedin.com/groupshome=&gid=1634997&trk=anet_ug_hm.   

Questions and comments can be directed to Gene Caudle, 770-354-1530 ð Genec41@bellsouth.net 

  

   

 
 

     by Ashley Lytle, 
    Youth Coordinator 
 

 
 

August kicked off another year of Sunday school and youth activities at Peter and 

Paul!!!  We have a wonderfully exciting year ahead of us, and after a summer of plan-

ning we are thrilled to be jumping in!!  We welcome Club 56 to the youth group, and 

along with that crew we welcome their teachers Ann Woodward and Jimmy 

Owen!!  Ann and Jimmy are very happy to be serving the parish in this capacity. 

   

August 29th was Youth Appreciation Sunday, which was a great success!  It was won-

derful to see the parish so appreciative of what these young people can and do for 

the life of our church.  The youth would like to thank everyone who supports them in 

whatever capacity.  It's wonderful to be a part of such a close and supportive church 

family! 

 

The youth certainly isn't finished giving back and finding ways to be appreci-

ated.  Each age group will be choosing a service project to get started on as soon as 

possible.  These projects will look to serve people in our own community as well as 

those beyond East Cobb.  The groups are full of wonderfully creative ideas so stay 

tuned to see what they all decide on! 

 

While we learn and grow together with and through Christ this year you can certainly 

bet that we'll be having a TON of fun.  We'll be traveling around the city doing all 

kinds of fun activities and service projects all year long.  Keep an eye out for pictures 

and stories from the youth as they venture out on these exciting excursions. 

   

As usual the J2A class is raising money for their Pilgrimage to Greece so please 

watch for fundraisers to benefit their journey!! 

 

Here goes another great year!!! 



   

5 Breaking Bread 

 

 Post-Its from the Preschool é  
   from Tracy Gallagher, Director  
 

We are off to a great year at St. Peter St. Paul Preschool!  The 2010/2011 school 
year commenced August 17 with lots of smiles and hugs and very few tears.  Although several open-
ÉÎÇÓ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÙÏÕÎÇÅÓÔ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ɉ4ÏÄÄÌÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 4×ÏȭÓɊ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÔ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 4ÈÒÅÅ ÙÅÁÒ 
old and Four year old classes, due mainly to our wonderful teachers. 

 

Over the summer we were able to do some work on our playground.  We have added a 
Ȱ4ÒÉËÅ 4ÒÁÃËȱ ÁÎÄ Á ÎÅ× ÓÁÎÄ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÈÏÐÅ ÐÒÅÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ 
families will enjoy it for many years to come.    Our calendar will be busy as 
usual this year, with activities and events starting right away.  We will have 
ÏÕÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ Ȱ-ÕÆÆÉÎÓ ÆÏÒ -ÏÍȱ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÆ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ 
such a great event for our Moms at the beginning of the school year as they 

are able to see how their little ones have adjusted to school, and to form friendships with other 
moms in the preschool. 

 

The teachers and staff are looking forward to a wonderful, smooth, and event filled school year.  We 
welcome all to drop by and see what all the fun is about! 

 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Χ 

 
Χ the parish has been growing in all kinds of ways.  Com-
paring the twelve months preceding our partnership to 
the most recent twelve months shows us just how much 
we have grown in numbers and percentage: 
 

First Quarter:  +30.2%  (110 worshipers) 
Second Quarter:  +4.6%  (21 worshipers) 
Third Quarter:  +31.5   (103 worshipers) 
Fourth Quarter:  +15.8%  (64 worshipers) 
Annual:   +19.2%  (74 worshipers) 

 

God has truly blessed us with growth, greater fidelity, 
reconciliation, and the presence of his Holy Spirit.   
wŜƧƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ Χ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊπ
ship the God who has given us each other. 

 

 

A UGUST  B APTISMS  
 

Laurel Frances Walker  
Daughter of William "Kent" 

Walker and Katherine "Katie" 

M. Walker  

 
We welcome the newly baptized 

into the Body of Christ,  
the family of the Episcopal Church, 

and the community of  
St. Peter & St. Paul.  

To them and to their families, 
friends, and relatives who gath-
ered for this celebration, we ex-
tend our warmest greetings and 

congratulations. 
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The Acolyte Ministry 
Beginning a New School Year 

 

The Acolyte Ministry is beginning a new school year in September.  We have a strong acolyte program at 
Saint Peter & Saint Paul with over 50 young people participating.  The ministry adds dignity, reverence, and 
joy to the worship of the whole congregation. 
We have moved to a new organizational and scheduling structure this fall.  The acolytes are organized into 6 
teams of between 8-10 acolytes.  Our teams will be led by more experienced Team Captains and Assistant 
Team Captains.  Each team will be assigned to serve approximately every three weeks, rotating between the 
8:00am and 10:30am services.  This new team approach will allow each team to work more closely together 
as a group and with more certainty as to when they will be serving. 
We completed two training sessions in August, for both returning acolytes and the more than 10 new aco-
lytes who have joined the ministry.  Our acolytes are trained to assist the clergy during the liturgy and will 
continue to carry crosses, torches, banners and flags; support the deacon in preparing for the Eucharist; ring 
the Sanctus bells during the Eucharistic prayer; assist with the offertory plates; and provide any other sup-
port the clergy or vergers need during the service. 
We want to grow our ranks so please join us!  The acolyte ministry is open to all 5th ɀ 12th graders.  It requires 
a commitment of time and dedication to assisting our priests and the congregation in the liturgy during wor-
ship services.  Becoming an acolyte is your opportunity to serve and be a part of the worship at Saint Peter & 
Saint Paul.  Serving as an acolyte also involves the commitment of your parents to support you in this minis-
try.  We invite you to join our acolyte ministry by completing an Acolyte Commitment Form.  A form may be 
obtained from the Church Office or by contacting one of us. 
 

John Hay:  John.Hay10@gmail.com   John Iacobelli: john.iacobelli@yahoo.com 
Acolyte Master     Acolyte Master 

 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΧ 
 

 One of the functions of the Parish 

Nurse Ministry is to send notes of 

encouragement to the family 

members and friends of St. Peter & 

St. Paul who are currently serving 

in the Armed Forces.  If you have a 

family member you would like to 

have added to the list, please for-

ward the name and APO address 

to:  Barb Misel at bmisel@att.net, 

or call 770-977-1427. 

LUNCH FOR ALL SEASONS  
 

Set your calendar for the 2nd Wednesday 
every month for our popular Lunch for All 
Seasons.   
¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
the season on September 8th at 11:30am. Our 
άƪƛŎƪ ƻŦŦέ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻƴ-other than our 
own Parish Nurse, Linda Shrake. She will pre-
ǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ƻƴ ά¢ƘŜ CŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ 
LƴŘƛŀέΦ  After spending several full weeks in 
India on a medical mission trip with 17 other 
doctors, nurses, dentists and some personal 
staff, she returned with a new understanding 
and respect for the Indian people, whom she 
encountered, and their culture. You will find 
her presentation fascinating, and she will be 
open to your questions at the end. Also, our 
lunch, still a bargain at $10, will be catered 
by our own Amy Stillwell.  

mailto:John.Hay10@gmail.com
mailto:john.iacobelli@yahoo.com
mailto:bmisel@att.net



