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  !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ΧΦ  о 

  {ƘǊƻǾŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ tŀƴŎŀƪŜ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ΦΦΦΦ  о 

  ̧ƻǳǘƘ bŜǿǎ ΧΦ  п 

  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ΧΦ  р 

  {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƻƴǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ {ŀƭŜ ΧΦ  с 

  {ƘŜƭōȅ aŀǘƘŜǎƻƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ .ƭƻƻŘ 5Ǌ ΧΦ  т 

  CƭƻǿŜǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ {t{t ΦΧ  т 

    IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ ΧΦ  у 

    9/² ΧΦ  у 

 CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ bǳǊǎŜ ΦΧ ф 

 a¦{¢ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ΧΦ ф 

 ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ΧΦ млκмм 

 {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ΧΦ мм 

    {ǿŜŜǘ tǎ ΧΦ мн 

   .ŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ DƻŘ 
     ōȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ wƻōŜǊǘ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

Several 
years ago I 
came upon 
this sentence 
by Oswald 

Chambers: 
 

When we have a certain belief, 
we kill God in our lives, be-
cause we do not believe Him, 
we believe our beliefs about 
Him and do what Jobôs friends 
didðbring God and human life 
to the standard of our beliefs 
and not to the standard of 
God.
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That statement returns to 
haunt me every once in a 
while, and this Lent is a good 
time to meditate on it further.  
If you donôt know Oswald 
Chambers, he was a Scots-
man, a Baptist, an artist, a mu-
sician, a teacher, a pastor, and 
a chaplain to the British forces 
in Egypt during WWI.  He died 

in Egypt following an appen-
dectomy in 1917 at the age of 
43.  His best-known work, My 
Utmost for His Highest, has 
been in continuous print since 
1927. 

 

So, why is a statement 
made about a century ago 
haunting me today?  Well, 
consider this statement made 
a couple of thousand years 
ago, ñBelieve in God, believe 
also in me.ò  Belief, as in ñI be-
lieve in God the Father al-
mighty,ò means to stake your 
life on something.  Ah, but my 
belief in God, my belief of 
God, is formed by so many 
factors, relationships, and con-
cepts, and sometimes it is very 
difficult to separate the vehicle 
that conveys the belief from 
the belief itself.   

 

As an example, when I was 
first ordained in 1975, the 

Episcopal Church was in the 
final stages of revising the 
Book of Common Prayer.  The 
Presiding Bishop of the time, 
John Allen, received a note 
from a parishioner that said, ñIf 
Jesus Christ knew what you 
were doing with his Prayer 
Book, he would turn over in his 
grave!ò  That personôs per-
spective was so centered in 
worship as laid out in the pre-
vious edition that two major 
theological errors were made 
é Jesus didnôt write the Pray-
er Book, and he left his grave 
after only three days. 

 

Human language has al-
ways been inadequate to ex-
press the deep revelations of 
the nature of God; but those 
same languages have provid-
ed us with some magnificent 
images and stories that con-

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ н 
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vey the truth of God to us.  
Like a cargo carrier, the stories 
are important in and of them-
selves, but they are even more 
important because of what 
they bring to us.  Beliefs about 
God are like trucks, planes, 
ships ï or perhaps wrapped 
Christmas presents.  They can 
be fascinating, even beautiful, 
intriguing, or mysterious; but 
unless they are opened up to 
reveal God to us, they fall 
short of their intended pur-
pose. 

 

In our time we are beset by 
many challenges to our 
ñbeliefs about our beliefs in 
God.ò  If those challenges 
drive us to ñopen the presentò 
of Godôs love, so much the 
better; if we respond instead 
by insisting that the container 
is the present, we will be so 
much the worse.  The chal-

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ м ΧΦΦ .ŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ DƻŘ ōȅ CǊΦ wƻōŜǊǘ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴ 

helped me know Our Lord ï 
Episcopal worship, music, 
theological concepts ï but 
none of them are now nor 
ever will be God Himself.  
Since God is larger than any 
of them, I believe it to be im-
portant to seek new and dif-
ferent ways of enlarging my 
love of the Lord while valu-
ing those ways that have in-
formed me in the past.  All of 
those ñwaysò are vehicles to 
belief, not belief itself. 

 

The bottom line is: God 
is love; and where true 
love is, God himself is 
there.  That is something 
you can stake your life on. 

 

1 Chambers, Oswald, Run Todayõs Race, 

(United Kingdom: Marshall Morgan & 
Scott) c1968. 

 

lenges we have faced have 
included changing Prayer 
Books and Hymnals, ordina-
tion of women, racial integra-
tion, ethnic diversity, human 
sexuality, unwanted changes 
in church leadership, sinful 
and broken clergy, unrespon-
sive and careless laity, contro-
versial politics, children in 
church, financial difficulties, 
and the list goes on and on.  In 
the midst of all the issues that 
have faced the church in these 
past thirty-seven years, St. 
Paulôs words to Corinth contin-
ue to make their plea, ñI deter-
mined to know nothing among 
you except Jesus Christ and 
him crucified.ò (1 Cor. 2.2) 

 

In this upcoming Lenten 
season I shall continue to 
wrestle with Paul and Oswald 
Chambers and with striving to 
know God.  Many things have 
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[ŜƴǘŜƴ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ  
hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ 

 

!ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ - CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нн 

тΥллŀƳΣ мнΥллǇƳΣ тΥолǇƳ   
 

ό.ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нтΣ нлмнύ 
 

aƻƴŘŀȅǎ  тΥллǇƳ 
 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊ  
 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ   тΥллǇƳ 
9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊκIŜŀƭƛƴƎ 
  
CǊƛŘŀȅǎ  тΥллǇƳ 
{ǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ  

 

Ash Wednesday ~ February 22, 2012 
 

The custom of imposing ashes is practiced 
in all liturgical churches.  The ashes are 
made from the palms of the previous Palm 
Sunday.  The ashes are imposed in the 
sign of the cross with the words: 
 
 

 ñRemember that you are dust 
 and to dust you shall return.ò 
 
 

Thus, as we kneel in public penitence at the altar rail, 
we are acknowledging our sin and our mortality while at 
the same time, we are assured of forgiveness and new 
life in Christ. 

 

Services:  Wednesday, February 22, 2012 
 

7:00am, 12:00noon, 7:30pm  

Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper 

{ƘǊƻǾŜ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ [ŜƴǘΦ  hƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ŎǳǎǘƻƳŀǊȅ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜǎΦ 
 

tŀƴŎŀƪŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ сΥллǇƳτтΥолǇƳ 
ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нмΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ϷрκǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ 
ϷмрκŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  
 

.ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ  
ϧ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ 

Lenten Devotional Guide 
¢ƘŜ !Řǳƭǘ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ CƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴŎŜ 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛǎ ǇǳǩƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 
[Ŝƴǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллмΦ  [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ 
5ŀȅ-.ȅ-5ŀȅ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘΣ ƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǎŎǊƛǇπ
ǘǳǊŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉŀǎπ
ǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ 
ŦƻǊ 9ŀǎǘŜǊΦ  
 

²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ¸h¦ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¢ƻƳ aƛƳƳǎ ŀǘ όттлύ 
рму-ммлл Ȅнпн όǿƻǊƪύΣ όттлύ рлф-фмрт όƘƻƳŜύΣ ƻǊ 
ōȅ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ ŀǘ ƭŜƎŀƭϪƳƛƳƳǎΦƻǊƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ŜƴǘŜƴ 5ŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭ DǳƛŘŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƳŜŘƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ƻƳ ŀǘ ƭŜƎŀƭϪƳƛƳƳǎΦƻǊƎ 
ōȅ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ млΣ нлмнΦ 
 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 
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        ̙̂ ˡ̙̓̈̌̅ ˬ̙̔̌̅ˍ ˹̏̔̈̕ ˣ̏̏̒̄̉̎́̔̏̒ 
 

January was a great month for the youth group! We had our annual retreat to 
Camp Mikell which was GREAT fun!  Here's a few pictures that I think really capture 
the spirit of the weekend.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In February we'll head off to North Carolina for the Ski Trip!  Stay tuned for some 
great pictures from that trip also!  

Group at the cross at Camp Mikell  Kendall Froemming kicks one out of the park in a  
wild game of kick ball! 

�6�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���\�R�X�W�K���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�H�D�P���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���V�N�L�O�O�V�« 
move together as one unit! 

Miles Mitchell and Andrew Smith  
working on a craft project! 

YAC youth leaders Dan and Thomas analyze  
Rose Friend's craft project! 


