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THE SEASON OEENT

Lent, the time from Ash Wednesday to Easter, is a season fo
examination and repentance; for prayer, fastirdgraat] aetf for
reading and meditating on God

Since Lent 2001 clergy ais@iipaers of The Episcopal Church o
St. Peter & St. Paul have prepared devotionals for the days from /
Wednesday through Easter. Our prayer is that these devotionals
assist you as you undertake your Lenten disciplines so that nothir
separatmu from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Peace,

Tom Mimms






February 6, 2008
Ash Wednesday

The Gospel of Matthew 6:B

ifSo whenever you give al ms, do notaygepmyonrdoorm t r un
and shut the door éwhenever you fast do not | ook

Just as with devout Jews, prayer, giving alms, and fasting are at the heart of being Christian. We might,
at times, wonder if these practices make any difference at all fretigy of life in the 2T Century.
Some of us are discovering that they do make a difference.

Not long ago, my friend, reflecting on a recent visit to her newly married son and his wife, lamented that
her sonbds | ife 1 s novwverosvio Otcoursp,lshe tineldrsyands theghaaltraof e f r
their separation; after all he is an independent adult with a family of his own. But still, her heart is

heavy.

My friend and | indulged in a bit of grousing at how as parents we suffer through @aurchiin 6 s e ar
infections; we shuttle them to soccer practice; we worry over their diet, their learning, their spiritual
formation, and then thdgaveu s wi t hout so much as a AThanks, M

The letting go of children is only one among mangasions of letting go that we must embrace in our
earthly lives. Life itself is about a letting go that we fiercely resist because letting go is a step into the
unknown. For those of us who cherish the illusion of control, the unknown is a frighteimiggnideed.

We want todo somethingn order to feel more secure.

The something weando is pray. The something wando is to give out of the abundance of our
possessions. The something veado is exercise the discipline to give up self comferaavay to

become more sensitive and aware of the suffering of others. The practices of prayer, alms giving, and
fasting are like a woHout program that helps build spiritual muscle for the art of letting go.

As we learn to trulyet gg God fills in those empty spaces with glory and love unimaginable.

The Rev. Ceci Duke



February 7, 2008

Li ke all of our |l iturgical seasons, Lent i s a r
happens for me in any givenaredepends a lot on where | am in my spiritual journey.

Some years | have felt pretty much in sync with the season. Yet more frequently than | care to admit,
Lent has seemed to operate in some parallel world, separate from my frenetic life of sarftlesl| g

patent trials, piano recitals and carpools. Yet even when | have had difficulty getting into the flow, the
juxtaposition of a Holy Lent to my busy life always works on me, sometimes nagging at me, sometimes
encouraging me, always invitngmetoexar@ who | am and who | wil |l b ¢

| usually take on a Lenten discipline, like fasting one day a week, giving up a favorite food or activity,
attending an additional service, committing to pray at certain times, etc. Some years maittaining t
discipline has seemed easy. In other years, the discipline has been flat annoying. Yet once established,

the discipline at | east reminds me of Jesuso ti
join my own time of selexamination wth his, and to recognize that even as Jesus marches toward
Jerusalem, |1, too, am journeying with him towar

| am looking forward to jumping into the River Lent this year. Who knows where God will take us?

The Rev. Richard Game



February 8, 2008
Matthew 14:16-18

away. Y

Jesus replied, AThey do not need to go
t hey answer

five | oaves of bread and two fish, o

The feeding of the masses tifi@tows the above scripture ispwerful miracle scene revealed in all

four of the gospelsltis the inspiration behind tHave & Two Hunger Ministrythat we began at St.
Peter and St. Paul in 200&2hich is committedo fighting hungetocally in thename of Jesus. The
problem of hunger is so overwhelming, even here in Marietta there are thousands of hungry families,
elders and childreid you know thaMUST gives out 2000 pounds of food a @ay

|l tds interesting thatwiitrh tthe @aoomdlesn ovwwhHisu nmree s
disciplesis,i You gi ve t hem He nkitcdcn dtg ttel le atth edHawodldc i p | e
handle the situation, just to sit back and watch. No, His command sent His followers into action,
scrambling to gather what they could even though it seemed hopeless. What good will five loaves and
two fish do with so many who are in need?

At the end of a food drive a few years ageverahunger fighters packed up the food we collected and
set out fo MUST. Thecollectionseemed to be lacking compared to some of our previous food drives. |
asked myself what good our small contribution would do in the face of such need. As we were driving |
mentioned my disappointment to Carole Thornberry. Lisa Mgesiwas in another vehicle also

carrying food and Margddwan was on her way as well. When we arrived at MUST we began to

unload the vehicles and the food bins. This is crazy, butd gedlsense that there was much more

food coming out of the vehies than we had put in them. It just seems that we kept unloading and
unloading boxes and bags of food. We watchedrsormouspile grow in the parking lot of MUST. |

was looking in wonder at all of the bifided to the brimwith food just when Margotyiled up, and

again we all began to unload what seemed like endless bags of food that the good people of St. Peter an
Paul had given. The workers at MUST were thrilled. | believe that | withessed a miracle.

God blesses our efforts to feed the hungmsnewhen our collection seems small in comparison to the
massive needWe gather our meager supplies amhder what good will this do in the face of such
hunger? How can such a humble offering really make a difference? God is faithful and I really do
bdieve that He blesses and multiplies what we give collectiasdya community. We are called into
action by His words.

So this Lent, participate joyfully and mightily in thenten Food Drive Gather and give what you can.
Share your abundancebllaybeeven buy a Kroger Gift Card or two. Follow His command ou gi v e
t hem s omet Hbelege thataGodewdll bless our efforts and somehow stretch our offerings. In
His hands, nothing is impossible! Thanks be to God! Amen!

Amy Rahn



February 9, 2008

John 14:5-7
*Thomas said to him, ALord, we dondt kndw where
®esus answered, Al am the way and the truth an

me. 'If you really knew me, you woukthow my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and
have seen him.o

In this era of GPS or other navigational systems, we rarely are troubled about how we will find our way.
Without much thought and without resorting to a map we frequently embaduoreys to places we

have never been by following the turn by turn instructions of a computerized voice that leads us to our
destination. The navigational systems even provide us alternative routes depending on whether we desire
the shortest distance, gkest route, or most freeways on our journey. Importantly, however, even for
these computerized systems we must first be able to describe in some fashion where it is we intend to
go. We must know our destination.

I n John, Jesus s aussaretmamyimansions amd tkat hé & gding to praepard aoplace
for wus. However, in the passage above, Thomas
going and therefore did not understand how he could follow him. Thomas was thinking fromcalphys
world perspective. From a GPS standpoint, he needed an address or at least the nearest intersection to t
able to find where Jesus would be. Jesus answered that he would be with God and God would be with
hi m. I n todaydés ver rag and pravided dseteewsstinptip@od.i ded Thom

Jesus in his answer to Thomas also provided the route to be followed. He makes it plain that He is the
only way to eternal l' i fe with the Father. Signi
to the Father. The answer by Jesus does not leave open the potential for alternative routes. Whether yol
seek the shortest distance, quickest route, or most freeways, the route to eternal life with God is the same
and that is through knowing Jesus Chrgsiyaur Lord and Savior.

We are assured and comforted that no matter how many wrong turns we take in life or how many times
we try to make our own path, Jesus is always waiting to shine the light for us back to Him. He stands
ready to recalculate our route an instant. While we might not hear the computerized voice providing
directions, Jesus is providing us course corrections everyday and He has provided us the Holy Spirit as a
navigational aid. We need only to listen.

Finally, even the GR8hallenged mong us can take heart because Jesus promises to come back and
lead us to where he is. At John 14:3, he said:

AnAnd if | go and prepare a place for you, I wi |
be where | am. 0
All Jesus asks of ust h a't we know Hi m. He has shown us the

by day, turn by turn.

Craig Dowdy



February 10, 2008
Psalm 119:105
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

A lamp to my feet and a light for my path . . . wkaactly does this mean to me? It is easy to carry a

lamp when you have the strength to carry it yourself, and it is not scary to follow a lighted path if you

are NOT surrounded by darkness. But do | have enough faith to believe in the lamp of Gotasid t

that there will be light on the path when | am standing in total darkness and do not know the way ahead?

For the past year and a half, my faith has been put to the test. My diagnosis of Stage 4 breast cancer
knocked the wind out of both my spows®l me. Since then, we have often walked in the dark, with the
light only just ahead of us. Sometimes it has been very dark for awhile. Then, a small light shows us
the next step and the next and the next. We cannot see the pathway to the eraliofdlie YWe pray

for light just to illuminate the next step and then trust again for more light beyond that.

The key is not trying to walk this path alone. As Christians, we are called to render aid to our brothers
and sisters. That part is not sochaBut, we are also called teceivethe help from our brothers and

sisters. | am still learning to do that. Somehow, the light led me to an Episcopalian oncologist and later
to his spouse, an Episcopalian internist. My surgeon is Catholic; sheanagrsross. | have had so

many uplifting and spiritually moving conversations with nurses, technicians, chemo suite personnel,
and clinical trial people about God and Jesus and light.

One tech whom | have come to love shared his story with me. Hedsaghter with brittle bone

disease. Her bones break easily, causing all kinds of problems. He told me of an instance when she had
fallen, and the broken arm bone had been sticking out of her skin. Church members and their minister
laid hands on hemal prayed for healing. The broken bone was healed; there was light. When they saw
the physician the next day, theay showed that the bone had been broken but had healed. This dad
believes, and he knows t he peuth Meanwhile, Bstdaughtet i g ht
i's now nine and ddappytamdavelkgihsted. A A0 st udent

The recovery time after chemo gets longer for me with each treatment. | am in severe physical joint and
bone pain with chills and fever. When | simply canget warnd no matter what | dd my dear

husband, Adam, stops whatever he is doing and wraps himself around me in a body hug. That body heat
fills me with a warm glow down to my fingertips and toes. | have light again.

When the darkness lifts, andthesmipt oms st art to fade, Adamdés f ac
delights in the simple act of my feeling up to a walk together. Somehow, the chemo schedule has
permitted us to do many of the things that are important to us. On Christmas Eve, thaspdtivith a

blinding light, as | served as verger and Adam as thurifer at the midnight service. We served with dear
friends and then sat and talked with them in the parish hall until well into Christmas morning.

Friends carry the lamp when Adamcannci k e me t o doctorsdé appoint mert
spent with beloved brothers and sisters are fond ones, even though the circumstances are not. Since the
beginning of this new path of my life, | have not ever badenein the dark. | do not kn where this

journey will end. And I still am filled with trepidation and fear. But, | know there will be light to show

me the next step. And there will be plenty of people with lamps to help mdigaay.



God calls you to follow the light. Isiokay if you are holding the lamp for someone else or if someone
else is holding the lamp for you. Either wagpw that His light will always be there

Pamela Hecht



February 11, 2008

Romans 8:17

Now if we are children, then we are heirbeirs of God and ctieirs with Christ, if indeed we share in
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

| know we all love the part about beinglioe i r s wi t h Chri st and sharing
than a little pleased tofgo the suffering part. Although the Bible tells us we will suffer while here on

earth, which one of us welcomes suffering? Not only do we definitely not welcome it, we always seem
to be blindsided by it when itnkomemi ghtd keowt h
saying to yourselves rightnowl et 6 s be f air, Christ didnoét exac
know how he prayed at Gethsemane. He was already suffering, he knew what was coming, and like us
in suffering wanted no pa So what was his deepest desire, what was his prayer? What he prayed for
was to do the will of God and God knowing that Christ was scared but still prepared to do his will, sent

an angel to strengthen him. With the strength he received he pragtesl mlbre earnestly to be able to

do what God was asking of him. So although suffering affected Jesus the very same way it affects us,
his example to us is to turn to God through prayer. Funny thing, Jesus was not asking for strength but
God loved him anétnew what he needed. May we all know that God is always there for us, especially

in our suffering and let us always turn to Him through prayer.

Joy, Rachel Rojas

Psalm 23:12

"The Lord is my shepherd. | shall not be in want. He makes me lie dgnaem
pastures. He leads me beside quiet waters. He restores my soul.

On our pilgrimage to Scotland in September, one of the sights | was enthralled with were the sheep
everywhere. Sheep were in the meadows and on the hills; soft, gentle, adoegiple It was a rarity to

see anyone with the sheep, but | knew they belonged to someone and were safe because they were not
wild. They contentedly ate the grass and rested peacefully.

All through the Bible there are references to sheep and shephehes ®dd sent His son Jesus to earth
some of the first people to meet Him were shepherds. These were not people of power, position or
wealth. They had a menial job. They were nobodies in particular, but God sent an angel from heaven to
announce the birtbf His Son to these lowly people. | imagine their terror, but the angel said to them, "I
bring you good news of great jdlyat will be for ALL the people.” Luke 2:10.

He was bringing it to them first and "Hallelujah" they went to Bethlehem. They sagifttof God and
"they glorified and praised God for all the things they had heard and seen."
Luke 2:16.

We have heard the message also. We know God as a loving shepherd and a dependable guide. We
must obey His commands. If we do this, "Surely gmss$ and love will follow me all the days of my
life, and | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever." Psalm 23:6

Mary Anne Knox



February 12, 2008
Mark 10:27

Jsus | ooked aWith mdnéhimis enpodsible,dut wothviGod; all things are possible
with God. o

Before the beginning of Lent, | always wonder what discipline | should take on this year. Some form of
study, the giving up of something or possibly taking on a new project. In our busy lives we are pulled in
many directions. At times in the past | have just picked something like loosing weight or giving up
something else, just to say that | am doing this discipline for lent. Achieving the goal of the discipline at
the end of the 40 days of Lentwas usuatiytn t hat successful without Go
| personally find more success in taking on a new project or helping others during Lent. Knowing that
someone is counting on you provides addiojectonal
is a success. | am currently working with a group of other men in finding assisted living for a man who
has early stages of Al zhei mer 6s. This man has
homeless. Please join us in praying that task of finding housing for this man will be successful

during this Lenten period.

What ever discipline you choose for Lent, please
possible with God. o |l will be praying for you
Dave Farra
Isaiah 59:12

Behold, the Lord's hand is not so short that it cannot save; neither is His ear so dull that it cannot hear.
But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His
face from you, so that He doed hear.

Hiding behind the cynicism of "reality” can be so ea$ke culture in which we live seems to scream

for some sort of Faith or scoff that Faith is for the foolishmy sort of "silly, single" days, | remember

the countless dinners and drinksestaurants & clubs, in the company of the young masses, some more
like me than othersConversations ranged from money and politics to romance and occasionally
religion ... the faithless and faidearching bantering in the vary locations labeled aggpbial "dens of
iniquities" by some.Whenever friends began talking about their latest relationship, wondering aloud to
the group if this person was right for them, | would regurgitate the lessons of my sage Southern mother
chiming "If there's a questioin your mind, the answer is NO!"

While | understood then that she meant lbegn relationships were far too challenging to begin one

with a doubtladen heart, or expecting to fix something that only seems broken te lyoan see now

that this verysentiment is what steers so many away from God at the times they are most needy of Him.
True Faith brings with it constant doubt and questioning, wondering aloud, whether alone or with
friends. The Faithful spirit fights the urge to say "No" to God'&diion and remains broken, longing to

be fixed. Sometimes our Faith remains strong and valiant, but so often, we only hear Him when we
allow ourselves to be still in our very soul. It is then | feel the renewed understanding that if there is a
guestions irmy mind, the answer is GOD.

Katherine Michalak



February 13, 2008
John 8:2-11

At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat
down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees broaghbdman caught in adultery.

They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of
adultery. In the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" They were
using this question as a tram order to have a basis for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning
him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first # throw
stone at her." Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left,
with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Widrasnare they?

Has no one condemned you?"

"No one, sir," she said.

"Then neither do | condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."

| wonder what Jesus wagiting on the ground? | bet John read it and put it somewhere else in his
gospel. Not going to worry about that.

This is so much about me, i1tds scary. I recoghn
that fact when | thinkofwhia an awf ul sinner somebody el se hap
judgment of others.

How does that judgment impact me? Mainly, by preventing me from seeing how | am creating my own
warped perspective of Godods dwonroltd.s o Tnhuec hwofiralsd i
however | am today, that will be the key driver of how | see the world today. If | focus on it as a place
full of sinners, then 106l |l ose sight of the re
loved by my Savior, rather than condemned by Him.

So, particularly during Lent, Il will try to cat
remember how | have sinned and ask forgiveness
from some other person, too.) And 106l focus mo

rather than judging the sinful behaviors of others.

Sam Tuttle



February 14, 2008
Matthew 5: 21-26

Setting: Matthew verses 5::4B deals with the law #it Jesus laid down for the righteousnesdief

Kingdom. This part of theiBle deals with the moral law of God. Jesus said to the Pharisees that he
was not there to undermine the Law of Moses, il
He would have to be righteous in life and death and he came to see that law implanted into the hearts of
His followers. The law would not have to be taught, it would be ingrained in our very being. Basically
we are conformed to the image of God, restamgtiat image that was lost in Adam. Jesus states that

His standards are much higher than the Pharisees when confronted by the ultimate law keepers.

The sixth commandment, AThou shall not mur der ,
intent but it had a deeper meaning that included not to tear down humans made in His image, and to not
treat others in disdain. It is a sin to react in hatred towards another.

One story of W.C. Fields, the comedian, who was thought of to have bad morals fadioings: when

found reading the iBle, W.C. Fieldéresponse to his frieids question of what are you doing?, was

Al ooking for | oophol eso. This | ooking for | oop
to just skim by when confronted thithe daily challenges of life. Because the freedom given to a

Christian is not freedom from obedience, it is freedombediencelt is not freedom against the laws of

God,; it is freedonfor obediencelt frees us from the slavish fear of condemnaéiod it frees us to the

| oving and willing obedience of children to the

The verse goes on to talk about anger and how it plays a destructive role in our lives. Anger is what puts
a hole in your heart for the devil to thrive. Itlisdugh anger that the devil will manipulate you to act

Amurderouslyo to your fellow man. He says that
destructive speech toward your brethren; you ar
spiritual i gnorance and AYou Fool o = a man with

murder in His eyes.

In the last part of the verses, Jesus is telling us to self examine what we are doing. Jesus tells us to judge
ourselves with our et and to adjust our lives accordingly.

John Hettinger



February 15, 2008
Matthew 28:18-20

AAnd Jesus came and said to them, OAI I aut hor it
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizingitirethe name of the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you.

And remember, I am with you always, to the end

One of the perks of being a graduate student at the Univefdyrth Carolinain the mid1960s was to

be able to have my very own study carrel deep irlitiéy lit bowels of the library bookstacks. The

carrel consisted of a desk acfthir with a couple of bookshelves over the desk and a lamp. As | spent
manyhours reading the required books and writing research papers surrounkiaadipgds of
thousands of books, | coulidn®6b hefp?wondering,

Fast forward to the 2century. Things have changed little from that librstady carrel. Whether we

call where we spend our hours working todaybicle, an office, or a work station, the question still
haunts usthefié¢si $ hie khite?0 |l dondt know about
the confines of my office and theilyawork | do there, and be part of sothimg bigger than myself.

Matthew 28:1820 is known as The Great Commission that Jesus commarndsio with the assurance

that He will be with us always, to the end of Hye. Ten years ago an Atlanta pastoadred of a

Million Leader Mandaté to send people out two by two just as Jesus did 2000 years ago to train people
in Biblical principles of leadership in Asia, Africa, Europe and Latin Amesocidat they may be

equipped to carry out the Great Commission.

Being one of the approximately 250 initial trainers is certainly being padnoéthing bigger than

myself. But did | dare to commit? At the stramging of Fr. Uitti and Dave Farra, | went to Cursillo in
September,2004Cur si | | o waspiomge sotfonehoe efivseenetps i n my | if
commit to The Great Gamission | am teamed with the pastor of a laAgéanta church to go to

England and Wales every six months for three ywansin pastors and lay leaders so that they in turn

can trainothers. Indoingsodo6s wor k | ife has meaning.

Tom Mimms



February 16, 2008
Luke 11: 1-4

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of His disciples said to Him,
ALord, teach us to pray, HpusaidstdohhemaudgWhehi
Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins aga

We are so familiar th this prayer. It is a part of our daily lives. At different times in my life, different
parts of the prayer have stood out to me. Sometimes, | am simply comforted by its familiarity. When |
have difficulty praying or even deciding whatto prayfor, st art wi th the Lordoés

Recently, as | watched the company | worked for decline, and | began to worry about the stability of my

] ob, I found that figive us each day our daily b
offbeforemd | knew we would be absolutely fine on o
weighed me down as | watched group after group at work lose their jobs.

One day, when | was praying for guidanceue God r
need. When John and | were first married, we volunteered with a group of very troubled teenagers.

They had been removed from their families by the court system but they were not stable enough to place
in foster homes. M oheyt woddf have foael to eat eadhrddyt even trus

At the same time, John and | started a youth group at our small Episcopal parish. These kids were very
well-loved and though they were not wealthy, they never lacked for anything they needed. One week,
we used a kson about poverty with both groups. It involved placing pennies into envelopes to
represent the worl doéos wealth and then distribut
30 pennies, several had a few pennies while many of them had emelypssy Then, we offered the

kids huge cookies for sale for 2 cents each.

On Thursday evening, with our group of very needy kids, they understood the lesson immediately. Life
is not fair. Some kids are born into harsh poverty while others are luckgleitmbe born into families

that live far more comfortably. With no prompting at all, those kids passed the pennies around until
every kid in the room had enough pennies for a cookie.

On Sunday evening, with our wadtlucated and welbved kids, we ged the same lesson. They

discussed what it must be like to be born into atwar or famine struck area. With clarity, they

understood that they had done nothing to deserve their good fortune. And yet, when the envelopes were
distributed, the kids whbad pennies used them to get cookies and then they sat back down and looked
at the other kids. We had poompt them to distribute the wealth. It was amazing to us that these kids

who are used to having plenty were less able to help each other. Goehwirading me that there is

real poverty in the world. And, he was reminding me not to worry about my daily bread but to focus on
Him and the things in this world that truly matter.

Kelly lacobelli



February 17, 2008
| Thessalonians 5:1618

Rejoicea |l ways: pray without ceasing: in everything
Jesus

The first thing that grabs me is oOoOpray without
tasking is the order of the day. Who would actuallyehihat kind of time? How would you ever get

anything done? Then it strikes meé. |l am taking
prayingo would be a more appropriate and realis

Sureé it i s easy whenthmmgsarg goiagwmell, mui heweabduthwhem they are not?

Do we still give thanks to God? Those of you that know me also know some of my trials and bumps in
the roadé. My | oss of Faith. There wer e haeri mes w
times when | could not have felt more alone or further from God. | can assure you that | was NOT

giving thanks during those times! Eventually | wrote Him off completely. In hind sight | can see the
growth in me dting those times. Asmygrafathe used t o sayéoWhat doesnf¢

stronger o. Yes | eventually made it through my
gave up on me! He obviously knew the big picture, and my blinders kept me from seeing outside my
immediae desperation. I n the end, realization daw
God.

As | grow older (and hopefully maturel!), I find

Family & friends die. Accidents happen. War and cohféad to more casualties. Cancer rears its
ugly head. Lives are lost, and friends are mourned. Life continues whether we agree or disagree. The

di fference is that now | try my best to fAigpray w
Godoés plan and thatdés more than enough reason t
day' Rej oi ce al ways: pray without ceasing: 1in evel

Christ Jesus

May you always rejoice in the knowlge that He is there for ualways and that we are NEVER
alone!

Goddéds Peace to you!
Mayra Loeber



February 18, 2008

Joel2:12- 14.

AEven now, decl ares the Lord, return to me with
Rend your heart ahnot your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in |

On the £ of March 2007, many of us watched the evening tv as storm fronts camth&@outhwest

with concerns of Atlanta being hit by a major t
we slept relieved. The next morning, | was met with the reality of a Presidential declaration in Alabama
and Georgia and was deployed byM#Ato Montgomery, Al before night fall.

| was assigned to write a report on the tornado damage in Enterprigent&lprise High was a school
with 1200 students (approx 1000 there) and was hit directly by the 170 mph tornado. Eight teenage
students (18.7) were killed by falling concrete roofing while in an area marked as a safe tornado
shelter. The roofing was lifted by the wind funnel and dropped on the huddling kids below. US Army
lifting equipment was helicoptered in to get them out. The buildirgglwét to codes years before.

Enterprise is a small, close knit town. These were all good kids, good students, Christians, athletes, etc.
When you view the scene, what happened was terrible, upsetting and disheartening but when you view
the possibilitis, it could have been a total calamity.

An i mmedi ate thought 1is fAwhy do bad things hapj
we must continue our faith. The town has pulled together, the school has been leveled and it will be
rebuilt strongr by this fall as a model for the rest of the State. There very easily could have {#6h 50

more deaths in the immediate vicinity. These kids lost will be long remembered but there is so much of
this story for all to be thankful for. After 8 days of moung and services, the community will never

forget but has moved forward stronger in faith.

Bailey Williams
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Isaiah 59:1-2
Behold, the Lorddébs hand is not so sdtibcarinothebrat i t
But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His

face from you, so that He does not hear.

Recently, | was driving home in heavy evening traffic on Johnson Ferry and | saw a bumpetisaick
made me think. On the rear bumper of a fugatar that cut me off was a colorful sticker that read,

AChristians arené6t perfect, just forgiveno. | 6
country as overly religious. In the &l, according to current polling data devoured by the media, nearly
90 percent of adults believe in God. That, how

Isaiah, writing in the Old Testament, makes the case for a relationship betweemdG4id people.

We, however, in our broken relationships with each other and with God, ignore His awesome power and
Hi s will. That 6s where Jesus, our Christ, our
be both human and divine. Owith in Him separates us from those who have only a relationship with
God. With Jesus, we have an advocate, a path, a story from our lives to the eternal life of God.

When considering Jesus6 path to the abeiboggss and o
baptized into the body of Christ provides both a way to God and a concomitant obligation. We have to
hold ourselves to Godés standards and the | ife
our separation from God by improvingrarelationships with each other through granting forgiveness,
prayers, and reflections upon the sole human who was also God.

So what about the car that cut in front of me in traffic? | found no alternative but to forgive the
offending driver and chucklat the irony of the situation and message. Maybe this forgiveness, even for
such a minor offense, will bring me closer to God and Jesus.

Adam Stone
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Psalm 91

AThis | declare, that He al on &od,andIlm@mytrustiegiHing e, my
For He rescues you from every trap and protects you from the fatal plague. He will shield you with His
wi ngs'! They will shelter you. Hi s faithful pr

the dark anymorejor fear the dangers of the day; nor dread the plagues of darkness, nor disasters in
the morning. Though a thousand fall at my side, though ten thousand are dying around me, the evil will
not touch me. 0O

| just finished reading a compelling, provocath@k,Left To Tell, Discovering God Amidst the

Rwandan Holocaushy Immaculee llibagiza. As a survivor, this woman tells the horrifying,

unthinkable story of what happened in 1994 in Rwanda where almost a million people were slaughtered,
including nearlyall of her family. She endured 91 days in a tiny bathroom with seven other starving,
terrified women. Even upon her release, she continued to face imminent death and slaughter, and
miraculously was protected by the power and grace of God. The storyriaginable and | wondered

to myself why | did not know more about this genocide. Beyond that, | was amazed and inspired by her
connection to God throughout this horrific time, and her ability to forgive the unforgivable. |

recommend this book as one feading during the quiet of Lent.

As we enter the Lenten season, we can all reflect on our own times in the desert, nothing to compare to
those of Immaculee llibagiza, but painful and lonely nonetheless. May we be sustained by prayer, the
wordofGodand t he assurance that AHe will shield vyo

Jane Bunn

Lately as | walk my dog, Max, | have been singing "my God is an awesome God. He reigns from heaven
above..." | have let some things weigh heavily on my heart...| don't see thesaoswgy way through,
but | believe the answers are there for in Psalm 65:5 it sSBysawesome deeds you answer us with
deliverance. O God of our salvation, you are the hope of all ends of the earth and of the farthest seas."
So this Lenten seasowdw to continually affirm that my God is an awesome Gbdr, | mayseem to
be struggling in the darkness but God through Jesus Christ is my light and m$iwwgig in the choir
has equipped me with many songs and melodies which come easily to mgnmdihps when | feel
discouraged or lost or thankful and full of praiseswandder. These words of St. Paul struck me as a
waythat | could begin each day in Lent. Colossians-A12As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
clothe yourselves with compsen, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another,
and if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so
you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binels#nng together in
perfect harmonyAnd let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts to which indeed you were called in the
one body.And be thankful.Let the word ofChrist dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another
in all wisdom; and with gatitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs toA&old.
what ever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through him. "Compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patieecéolgiveness, binds,
one body, gratitude, sing, word of Christ dwell, clothe, ricldlyst to choose a word or a phrase to
ponder each dayl think that could occupy me for 40 dayBeace of the Lord to you,

Marcia Oliver
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Luke 15:11-32, The parable of the Prodigal Son

Scripture

To il lustrate the point further, Jesus told the
his father, 6l wantbeffosbayeuofli godrSeshiasef abh
bet ween his sons. AA few days | ater this younge

land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. About the time his money ran cedt éagrine
swept over the land, and he began to starve. He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent
him into his fields to feed the pigs. The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding

the pigs looked good to him. Butnoogpgeave hi m anyt hing. AWhen he fi
said to himself, O06At home even the hired servan
hunger! I owi | go home to my father andawdday, fAF
am no | onger worthy of being called your son F
RnSo he returned home to his father. And whil e h
Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embtaice, and kissed him. His son said to him,

O0Fat her , | have sinned against both heaven and
ABut his father said to the servants, O0Qui ck! E

ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate
with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is
found. & So the party began.

i Me anwh i | regnwaslnghe fieldsiwerking. When he returned home, he heard music and

dancing in the house, and he asked one of the s
was told, déand your father has &ude edf thies faaft e
AThe ol der brother was angry and woul dndt go 1in
OAI'l these years | 6ve slaved for you and never

all that time you nevegave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. Yet when this son of
yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened
cal f1 6 AHIi s father said to hi m,anddveryhing!|haleigar s o
yours. We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life! He was
l ost, but now he is found! 60

Devotion -

Everyone has a personal interpretation of the parable of the prodigal son. Tadatyagain and look

at it from another standpoint. | used to look at it from the older son's standpoint and think "How unfair".
Instead, think about it from the father's standpoint or the younger son's standpoint. Because the parable
operates at mangvels, you should be able to relate it to other people you know and to the deeper parts
of your faith. The parable demonstrates God's love for people and unlimited forgiveness. God cares for
the lost and hungry and he forgives those who sin.

God has a&pecial place for sinners who repent. The prodigal son is showered with presents and praise
when he returns home. The older son gets nothing. Does that mean it is ok to go out and sin your whole



life and then repent and receive greater reward indrethan your friend who has lived purely? No.

The parable is telling us that God will never leave behind anyone who truly repents. This parable is
aimed at all (of us) who get lost, confused or sidetracked on our spiritual journey, who choose to ignore
God and then realize their mistake. God helps the most where help is most needed.

Whit Brame
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Mark 10:23-27

AThen Jesus | ooked around and said to his disci
enter the Kingdomdéo d ! 0 And the disciples were perplexe
again, o6Children how hard it is to enter the ki
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the Kingdona of Go They were gr e
astounded and said to one another, O0Then who ca
mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for

So, do the Warren Buf f ehate@rsexteimgpediBent td attagnang) reeavén o f
due to their wealth? What about us? We live in the most prosperous country in history, and in a
demographic area of particular wealth. Although we may not feel like it at the end of the month, or as
we seelie stock market and the value of our homes falling, we are certainly hugely wealthy relative to
the vast majority of humans. Are we therefore condemned?

|l dondt think so. For all mortals, salfkortion i
God, wealth, social status and station in life are irrelevant. None of us achieve the Kingdom of God
except through the grace of God, and the advocacy of Christ.

Yet most of us spend the bulk of our waking lives consumed with the things oféhisali€ers, making
money, preserving our Alife styleso, divided by

The season of Lent offers us a time of reflection. What are our priorities? Where do we put our trust?
Have we ordered our lives in such a way as to reeeghiat God is our only path to eternal life, and not
tempor al Afsuccesso or accumulating more stuff?

Peter Catlin
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A Lesson From Geese

Job 12:79

AfAsk the beasts, and they will t elyauborspeakitqgtheand t
earth, and it will teach you; and the fish of the sea will explain to you. Who among all these does not

know that the hand of the Lord has done this?0o0

Last fall, | sat outside enjoying the changing leaves and the quiet soltbhdepeaceful interlude was
interrupted by the raucous honking of several flights of geese as they winged their way south for the
winter. The stretched out AVO formation was r e
coul dnoét Idwdngeringitithe hankimg was encouragement for the leader working the

hardest, or grousing and complaining from those not approving of the route, or speed, or altitude being
taken. | 6d rather think the for mer.

Those that have studied geese tellastth t he AV O f or ma-giveo purpdsaand benefit.e f i n i
The wing motion of the lead goose provides lift for the following goose and likewise for successive geese.

As the lead goose tires, he fades to the end of the line and another morgaeseethkes the lead. It has

been calculated that the geese gain a 71% advanta
Those geese that get out of formation soon realize their increased struggle and quickly rejoin the team. More
amazinggwen a bird is injured, sick or canét go on, t
continue by catching up or joining another flight.

Some of Gododés children fail to recognize these na
community. Do you know folks that miss out on fellowship and friendship as well as support in time of need
because their only exposure is a once a week church semidess? How many, do you think, only see
communion, sermon, netxtehe i csfefder(iupg &pldotwer)asa t he s
been tempted to look deeper? Can you describe the awesome feeling one has when providing a meal,
offering a ride or running an errand for someone that is so grateful for the help and ctiosRierghen

youbre on the receiving end, can yiotherseargpahdaaien t he
there for you?

Voices sometimes declare the church to be made up
possible. Yet,atSRet er & St . Paul we have so many o6flight:
test O6participationéd. Our fellowship times befor
our many Outreach efforts, Alpha, Discovery, Brotherhoaldhters of the King, Folders, ECW,

Godfell ads, MOPS, Foyer s, EFM, bible studies, Cho
There are additional programs for children and youth to enable smooth transitions into such groups as

Chi | siChapal&Club 56, YAC, J2A, Y13 and Scouts. Are you satisfied with influences on kids only

coming from the secular world? Here are great alternatives.

I f you are a member folfi, govagéu iBvited a fAend, meighbdr-a@rker or P a u |
relative to experience these wonderful benefits? Try making a list of those you know that might gain by
sharing the opportunity to enjoy the same blessings you receive from church involvement? Do you consider
an invitation a good favdr or an irirusion? You may need to rethink your perception.

Do you see the awesome returns derived just friarning from the geese?
Glenn Cox



February 24, 2008
1 Peter 1:2225

All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the figldsgrass withers and the
flowers fall, but the Word of the Lord stands forever.

In this passage Peter was quoting Isaiah-80aéd speaking to the Christians of the early church who
were being persecuted. Of lomasuon theeislahd ofM@na lasbfall t h i
with the other pilgrims from St. Peter and Paul.

In 563 SaintColumbawas exiled from his nate/drelandand founded anonasteryon lona with 12
companions. From there they set about the conversipagainScotland and much of northelBmgland

to Christianity lona becme a major site gbilgrimageand a holy island where many kingsSwfotland
IrelandandNorwaycame to be buried. The ancient burial ground, called the Reilig Odhrain, contains a
12th centurychapel that contains a number of the medieval grave monuments from the graves of these
early kings. These grave monuments were large slabs of granite that-&deek 5all or more. Some

were leaning up against the walls; a few wgned on the floor. They had been removed from the
cemetery and moved inside the chapel to protect them from further wind and water erosion that had all
but worn away the names and carved images of the kings.

As | stood in the chapel viewing these gragitave slabs, | thought about ttnensient nature of our

time here on Earth and how vitally important we think our lives and problems are. And yet here were
these memorials (1 0m sure they thought they wou
from over a thousand years ago. Yet | didnoét kn
in their | ives. I coul dndét even Google them be
slabs had worn away!

| have to believe these longakings were caught up in the same glories, worries and problems we have
in our |lives today. |l 6m sure they thought thei
and worries | have in my own féirom-royal life. Yet here | was standing in thiitle chapel looking at

their 1000 yeanld grave slabs and not knowing a thing about them or their important lives. My next
thought was who will know or care about my accomplishments and problems in a thousand years? Or
even a hundred years? 50 years?

I f vyo re not a Christian this is a depressing
but t y |l'ive on in your memories and through t
about that you r e ditythazreay bel?2 art3 emeratiansiaé niogblirchildrann  r e a
your grandchildren, but after that?

That 6s what Peter means. l'tds not the Awithere
word, and work are permanent. Humans are frdills Christians we have been born anew through the
word, the good news, not perishable but imperishable. Thanks be to God.

Irene Trego
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